Introduction to the Certified Sorted® System

The base class (option A) is open to anyone who desires to obtain a greater understanding of fiber and textile basic that are essential for profitable fiber producers.    There is a base fee for this class and is reflected within the description for the class listed below.  It is important that you realize that the base class is for your information only and in no way implies that you can sort fiber or that you are certified as a Fiber Sorter through the Certified Sorted® System.

For those who desire to become a Certified Sorter through the apprentice program, there is an additional fee for the 2 year mentorship of $575.(option B) Commitment for the apprenticeship must be made before the end of  Saturday’s class. To continue in the apprentice program, the student must take an exit test scoring 80% or better and is then assigned a personal mentor.  Apprentice supplies are provided (calibration samples), and an apron can be ordered at that time.  Aprons are available only to apprentices.
Class size maximum 20/ class. 


Class room covers: 
Mornings dedicated to learning the Theory of Sorting as well as the nuts and bolts of fiber.  This includes: Fiber Basics, Skin Biopsies and histograms, Fiber Attributes that Affect Processing, Understanding Grades, Textile basics, Value and Advantage of Certified Sorted® fiber.  Management for shearing days as well as tips to help you make the most of your fiber harvest.
Afternoon hands on covers:

Afternoons will be “hands on” activities that focus on learning how to sort using the Certified Sorted® System.  This includes: Learning to identify micron/grade, Sorting fleeces utilizing the system, identify primary fibers and secondary fibers, using the sort records and sorted fiber inventories to assist the breeder ….

Evenings are on your own, there will be homework so be prepared to spend time completing that.  This is a very rigorous class so be sure to get some sleep as well!

Friday evening: OPTIONAL Pizza and BYOB to discuss NAAFP, the fiber cooperative that utilizes the Certified Sorted®  method of sorting for all its fiber.

Sunday: Theory test on course material covered during the previous class days for those continuing into the apprenticeship program.  
Review of requirements for apprentices wanting to complete the certification process.   Class dismisses at 3pm on Sunday afternoon.
November 1-4 2012 in Buffalo Wyoming 
Mountain Meadow Wool Mill

22 Plains Drive, Buffalo, Wyoming  82834
Cost $375
Includes:  Course Materials

     Copy of DVD, “Shearing and Fiber Collection for Maximum Profit”


     Calibration samples to use during class

     Textbook


     Class bag


     Sorting Ruler

    Lunch for 4 days.


Accommodations:
Hampton Inn: 307-684-8899

Holiday Inn: 307-684-9900

Motel 6: 307-684-7000

Comfort Inn: 307-684-9564

Travel: 
You can drive to Buffalo via I 90 or I25.

I90  from Sheridan south or Gillete west

I25 from Colorado north.  

Directions to the mill:  Take Exit #58 turn west into Buffalo on Hwy 16.  Turn south on Plains Drive, right near the chamber welcome center 

Nearest airport is Sheridan, Wyoming.  We also can fly into Casper, Wyoming or Billings, MT

. 

Miscellaneous:

We will be starting at 8:30am on Thursday morning, so please arrive by 8:00 so we can have some time to meet/greet each other!

Please wear comfortable clothing as much of our afternoon time will be spent in the sorting room.  Layered clothing is always preferable.  Sorting is a dirty job, so wear appropriate clothing. 

Sorting Aprons with the Certified Sorted® logo will be available for $25.00 for those continuing into the apprenticeship.  They can also include your name.  These are basic canvas aprons with front pockets that can be machine washed.  They are natural colored with blue lettering.

Cancellation Policy:

45-30 days prior to class    Full refund of $250 deposit

30-21 days prior to class    $100 refund

20 – 0 days prior to class   $0 refund
