Introduction to the Certified Sorted® System

The base class (option A) is open to anyone who desires to obtain a greater understanding of fiber and textile basic that are essential for profitable fiber producers.    There is a base fee for this class and is reflected within the description for the class listed below.  It is important that you realize that the base class is for your information only and in no way implies that you can sort fiber or that you are certified as a Fiber Sorter through the Certified Sorted® System.

For those who desire to become a Certified Sorter through the apprentice program, there is an additional fee for the 2 year mentorship of $575.(option B) Commitment for the apprenticeship must be made before the end of  Saturday’s class. To continue in the apprentice program, the student must take an exit test scoring 80% or better and is then assigned a personal mentor.  Apprentice supplies are provided (calibration samples), and an apron can be ordered at that time.  Aprons are available only to apprentices.
Class size maximum 20/ class. 

Class room covers: 
Mornings dedicated to learning the Theory of Sorting as well as the nuts and bolts of fiber.  This includes: Fiber Basics, Skin Biopsies and histograms, Fiber Attributes that Affect Processing, Understanding Grades, Textile basics, Value and Advantage of Certified Sorted® fiber.  Management for shearing days as well as tips to help you make the most of your fiber harvest.

Afternoon hands on covers:

Afternoons will be “hands on” activities that focus on learning how to sort using the Certified Sorted® System.  This includes: Learning to identify micron/grade, Sorting fleeces utilizing the system, identify primary fibers and secondary fibers, using the sort records and sorted fiber inventories to assist the breeder ….
Evenings are on your own, there will be homework so be prepared to spend time completing that.  This is a very rigorous class so be sure to get some sleep as well!

Friday evening: OPTIONAL Dinner together and BYOB to discuss NAAFP, the alpaca fiber cooperative that utilizes the Certified Sorted® method of sorting for all its fiber.

Monday: Theory test on course material covered during the previous class days for those continuing into the apprenticeship program.  
Review of requirements for apprentices wanting to complete the certification process.   Class dismisses at 3pm on Monday afternoon.
September 13-18, 2012 in Harrisville, NH

At Harrisville Designs

Cost $450 (5 day class)

This class will include the regular classroom and sorting experience, as well as the opportunity to tour a historical commercial mill that is still in operation.  Be one of the few to sort fiber once again in this historic site, where sorting and grading was a daily job up until the CivilWar.  Spend time with the Third generation owner of this facility.  See why what we are doing is so exciting for them. 
Harrisville Designs was started in 1971 as an effort to preserve and help re-establish the economic vitality of the historic 18th century textile village of Harrisville, New Hampshire. It is recognized as the only textile village of that era in America that survives in its original form.

There is a great tradition of textiles in our community and in our culture, and we are pleased to share that tradition of quality by designing and marketing our yarns and tools.
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We will be meeting for classroom at building #1.  The dorms are building #2

Includes:  Course Materials

     Copy of DVD, “Shearing and Fiber Collection for Maximum Profit”


     Sorting samples to use during class

     Textbook


     Class bag


     Sorting Ruler

    Lunch for 5 days.


Accommodations:
Harrisville B & B, 797  Chesham Road, Harrisville, SW NH
(603) 827-3163 about 3 miles from the Mill.  Four double-occupancy rooms are available.  Check with owner about bed sizes in each room.  Rooms are $100/ night so if you are willing to share a room, it would be $50/night/person.  Continental breakfast will be provided which includes, muffins, yogurts, and cereals, coffee and tea. 

The Dorm at the mill is also available and can house up to 9 people.  There are 3 individual rooms available for $45/night and 3 double rooms with two twins for $35/night / person.  Contact to reserve a room here: 603 827 3996.   
Hotels in Keene, NH  about 15 minutes away.

Holiday Inn Express – (877) 786-9480


Address: 175 Key Rd, Keene, NH 03431

Super 8 -  (603) 352-9780


Address: 3 Ash Brook Rd, Keene, NH 03431
Travel:
Closest airport is Manchester, NH  (MHT)  which is an hour away.  Car rentals are available there.

Taxi service to Harrisville, Ideal Taxi in Keene Call for rates 603-352-1656

Harrisville is located 4 miles off of Route 101 between Keene and Peterborough, NH.  Close to Dublin.    

If you are coming from the East:  when you get to Dublin – look for the Dublin Fire Station – then make a right turn onto New Harrisville Rd. – Harrisville is 4 miles.  

If you are coming from the West:  Outside of Marlborough, look for Audrey’s Café on the left – then make the next left onto Chesham Rd.  – Harrisville is 4 miles. 
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Miscellaneous:

We will be starting at 8:30am on Thursday morning, so please arrive by 8:00 so we can have some time to meet/greet each other!

Please wear comfortable clothing as much of our afternoon time will be spent in the sorting room.  Layered clothing is always preferable for winter and be prepared for cooler mornings and warmer afternoons.  Sorting is a dirty job so wear appropriate clothing. 

Sorting Aprons with the Certified Sorted® Logo will be available for $25.00 for those continuing into the apprenticeship.  They can also include your name.  These are basic canvas aprons with front pockets that can be machine washed.  They are natural colored with blue lettering.

